
 

The first eight months of 

serving as field coordina-

tor has been a joy and a 

honor. The churches, do-

nors, and members of 

CBF of Mississippi have 

shown incredible poten-

tial.  Many people want to 

better understand the 

relationship between na-

tional CBF ministries and 

CBF of Mississippi, espe-

cially as it relates to the 

field coordinator role.  It 

is by design that churches 

and regions act autono-

mously apart from the 

national CBF offices and 

ministries. This model, 

while messy, is a micro-

cosm of how a “fellowship” 

is supposed to operate. 

CBF of Mississippi is ca-

pable of functioning inde-

pendently and efficiently 

without the help of the 

CBF ministries. But if 

we’re honest, we recog-

nize that autonomy often 

creates a lack of commu-

nication. Recently, vari-

ous CBF states and re-

gions have reopened con-

versations about how to 

better communicate and 

function alongside each 

other. Simply put: We must 

do better; our future de-

pends on it. Enter Suzii 

Paynter as CBF Executive 

Coordinator. Not only have 

the CBF national offices 

rebranded themselves, they 

are reaching out and offer-

ing their full support to 

states and regions. Month-

ly conversations and quar-

terly meetings are leading 

to bright futures. Recently, 

CBF national learned 

about Church Arise in De-

catur, Mississippi, and 

quickly assembled a team 

to write a national article 

about the wonderful minis-

try to the Choctaw people 

in the region. CBF national 

offices are prompting a 

movement to better under-

stand what is happening in 

CBF life around the globe 

to better equip churches, 

members and partnering 

ministries in a true fellow-

ship. Currently Mississippi, 

Tennessee, Texas and Vir-

ginia have field coordina-

tors serving on behalf of 

their state and national 

offices. Perhaps Rob Fox, 

field coordinator of Vir-

ginia, stated it best, “The 

field coordinator position 

embodies the seamless 

nature that we strive for 

as a Fellowship. My 

unique role allows me to 

keep one foot planted in 

CBF national ministries, 

and one foot grounded in 

our mission as CBF Vir-

ginia. This partnership 

arrangement allows     

Virginia churches and 

individuals to be better 

connected, equipped, and 

engaged with the collabo-

rative mission of our Fel-

lowship.”  

The field coordinator posi-

tion is an effort by CBF 

national ministries to 

open up its resources to 

better equip states and 

regions. I’m proud to be 

part of this new move-

ment inside our Fellow-

ship. States, regions and 

national ministries carry 

the same hope and mes-

sage.  It’s time to work 

together in a smarter and 

more efficient way. 

 

In Honorarium 

Jimmy McGee has giv-

en honorariums to the:  

 CBFMS Endow-

ment Fund in    

honor of Bradley 

Pope. 

 DOM Gypsy          

Orphanage in    

honor of  Mrs. Ella          

Williams, mother of 

Allen Williams  

A Message from Christian Byrd, CBF Field Coordinator 

in Mississippi 
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SAVE THE 

DATE 
Join CBFMS as 

we welome 

Lane Riley 

Coordinator  

For 

Delta Hands for 

Hope 

June 7, 2014 

Shaw, MS 

More Info to Follow 

 Put it on your calendar: CBFMS FALL ASSEMBLY October 24-25 



Fifteen members of University 

Baptist Church in Hattiesburg 

began a combination missions 

and history trip with a stop at 

Sowing Seeds of Hope in Perry 

County, Alabama on March 8. 

Over lunch their leaders shared 

their mission, which has been a 

model for CBF’s Rural Poverty 

Initiative. They help people with 

both health and housing in one 

of the poorest counties in the 

United States and have provided 

books for the local elementary 

schools. They believe this is one 

of the reasons that Perry County 

has a high school graduation 

rate of 90%, higher than Ala-

bama’s rate of 75%. Afterwards 

the group visited one of the 

homes that was almost move-in 

ready and a ramp built on anoth-

er home by a group of church  

volunteers. 

In Plains, Georgia on Sunday 

morning UBC members arrived 

early at Maranatha Baptist 

Church to hear former          

President Carter teach Sunday 

school. It resembled the country 

churches where many of them 

had grown up. They were both 

informed and entertained by Ms. 

Jan before time for the service. 

She said the Carters were     

working members of the church. 

If there was something that 

needed fixing, they asked Presi-

dent Carter first so they would 

not have to pay to get it done. 

She passed around the offering 

plates that he had made in his 

woodshop. She made it clear that 

the purpose for coming was for     

worship. The group was pleased 

that President Carter selected 

Associate Pastor Kat Spangler to 

lead the morning prayer from 

among the ministers who were 

present. They enjoyed both the 

Sunday school lesson taught by 

the former President and wor-

ship with the church. The take 

away from his lesson on the    

creation was that the character 

of God was more important than 

the timing of the event.  

After services at UBC Sunday 

morning, Pastor Rusty Edwards 

and his family traveled to join 

the group in the afternoon.  

 

 

 

Monday UBC members 

visited the Global Village and 

Discovery Center run by Habitat 

for Humanity. The first part of 

the tour went through a model of 

the types of places where people 

live made from scraps of card-

board, pieces of tin, or various 

kinds of junk found in garbage 

and dumps. 

The second half of the tour went 

through models of the houses 

built in each country by Habitat. 

They use materials found in that 

country and make sure they are 

sturdy, but also that they blend 

in with the surrounding      

neighborhoods.  

The group was at Koinonia 

Farms to watch the sun come up 

on Tuesday. They joined in 

morning prayers, took a tour of 

the farm learning its history as 

they went, and spent a few hours 

volunteering before they left.  

Over quiet times of worship, joy 

filled meals together, and travel 

laced with conversation and 

laughter, UBC members experi-

enced some Koinonia of their 

own. 

 

University Baptist in Hattiesburg Experiences Koinonia - By Virginia McGee Butler 
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On the left:  

Members of UBC 

Hattiesburg pose 

with President 

Carter in Plains, 

GA. 

 

On the right: a 

Koinonia sunset 



In 2007, Bob and Janice Newell established a 

multipurpose ministry center to care for Albanian 

immigrants in Athens, Greece.   Priorities in their 

ministry at PORTA include: educational enrich-

ment; healthy families; leadership development; 

literacy, artistic, and economic enhancement;  

opportunities for children; respect and              

reconciliation; and spiritual freedom.   

A couple of years ago, with their retirement in 

late 2014 in mind, Bob and Janice created 

the PORTA Tomorrow account with the CBF 

Foundation. Their goal is to raise a minimum of 

$300,000 which will underwrite the cost 

of PORTA’s ministry in the first five post-Newell 

years (2015-2019).   The Newells ask that donors 

direct all future contributions to the PORTA 

Tomorrow account at the CBF Foundation. 

Bob and Janice will retire from their work at 

PORTA and return home to Georgetown, 

Texas, in September. By October, they will 

be ready to travel about.  If you are interested 

in having them come to your church to 

preach, give testimony, talk about 

short-term ministry opportunities 

or lead a seminar, contact them at       

   bandjnewell@hotmail.com  

 
 

June 27 

 Business Session II 

Workshops 

Communion and Worship 

with Chuck Poole,           

Northminster Baptist Church  

Music by Cynthia Clawson 

June 23-25  

Dawnings Prayer 

Retreat 

                       

Atlanta Sessions 

for college students 

Bob and Janice Newell Prepare to Leave PORTA 

Join CBFMS at the General Assembly In Atlanta June 23-27 
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June 26  

Business Session I  

Workshops 

State Meeting at 

4:15 pm 

(DON’T MISS IT!) 

 

Worship with      

Andrew Young,          

former U.N.          

Ambassador 

June 25 

Celebration of         

Co-Missioning:   

Dinner and       

Commissioning  

Service 

7:00 PM 

Hyatt Regency   

Atlanta 

Reservations needed  

Register and Learn More about the General           

Assembly at   

 thefellowship.info/assembly 

Check out Bob’s blog at  

ItsGreek2u.blogspot.com 

mailto:bandjnewell@hotmail.com
http://itsgreek2u.blogspot.com/


Return Service Requested 

CBFMS has a new mailing 

address.   

The P.O. box in Madison has been 

closed.  Please use the address below: 

 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship– MS 

574 Highland Colony Parkway 

Suite 320 J 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

 

 

Check out the updated CBFMS website 

at  www.cbfms.org  

 
574 Highland Colony Parkway 

Suite 320 J 

Ridgeland, MS  39157 

 

Email:  dgrubbs@cbfms.org 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

CBF of Mississippi 

The Connector: Bringing Together 

CBF-Mississippi 

Stay Connected with CBFMS 

Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship-Mississippi 

   We are on the web!           

www.cbfms.org 

Non Profit Org 
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Bert Montgomery, pastor at University  

Baptist Church in Starkville, has a new  

book out, just in time for summer reading! 

Summer reading      

Going Back to New  

Orleans: Post-Katrina 

Re-Connections &  

Recollections                     
is a collection of personal  

stories and experiences from 

Bert's friends, neighbors, and    

classmates in and around New 

Orleans. Part oral history and 

part personal memoir, this 

book is a journey through the 

storm and into inter-

connected wholeness.  


