
 

Introducing the Rev. Dr. Jason Coker  
Field Coordinator, CBFMS     

“In the Beginning …”  These three iconic words bring to mind at least two of the most 
popular passages in the Bible. Genesis ignites sacred Scripture with these three words and 
the Gospel of John does for the New Testament what Genesis did for the Hebrew Bible. 
“In the beginning God created…” and “in the beginning was the word.” What rings true 
behind these words is that you only get to start something new once. Everything after that 
is a restart! While I imagine that there will be multiple 2.0s and 2.1 reboots in the future 
of my tenure here with CBFMS, this is the only time I’ll start with the weight of “in the 
beginning.” In the beginning, what? That has been burning in my mind and heart for 
months now—actually, every since I was approached about this possibility. What would I 
do if this actually happened and I became the Coordinator of CBFMS?  

 If I’m reading Genesis and John closely, they are both about relationship. Why 
would the eternal and transcendent God of the universe create? Of all the things that this 
God could do, why create what was created? Our whole universe came from the mind and 
heart of God (to anthropomorphize just a little). The story that follows in our Bible is 
about how God relates to all that was created, with priority given to humanity—God’s 
relationship with humanity. The Gospel of John retells that story with a little more 
intimacy and describes how that same God became manifest as a human for humanity. In 
both these origin stories we have profound and even impassioned stories of relationship. I 
want relationship to be the foundation of everything we do here in CBFMS—and that’s 
not new at all. You already function that way! Most of Mississippi functions that way. 
Sitting at this “in the beginning” moment, I will make relationships a priority for my own 
life and ministry. I want to be present with you—I want to be in your churches and around 
your dinner tables. I want all of us to know each other so that we can care for each other. 

 Simultaneously, I want CBFMS to forge new relationships with other 
denominational bodies in Mississippi in order to find a common ground for the common 
good. Specifically, we can model for the state how denominational and congregational 
relationships can build bridges over the “tracks” that still exist in the state of Mississippi. 
I want us to be an overpass! We will intentionally build an overpass so that we can begin 
conversations around racial reconciliation. Racial reconciliation is no small task and one 
too large to begin without relationships. There is already good work happening in 
Mississippi in this arena, so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel, but we do have to 
participate.  

Delta Hands for Hope is a great example of some of that good work. Lane Riley 
has done an incredible job building a ministry in Shaw, Mississippi, that has already 
created an overpass. This week she has taken a group of teenagers from Shaw to Dallas, 
Texas, to help a local church partner there do missions in their backyard. The 
relationships that have been built through Delta Hands for Hope has made it possible for 
us to boldly and humbly seek a deeper conversation about race in Mississippi. So many of 
you have already been to Shaw and seen what is happening there. I want to us to work 
with Delta Hands for Hope and use it as a model in other towns throughout the Delta and 
the rest of Mississippi so that we can build more overpasses.  

I can’t wait to hear about what you and your churches are already doing. I have 
so much respect for so many of you and your congregations. I am humbled and inspired 
by your resilience and hard work. Please feel free to contact me because I want to know 
you and know how to work for you. My new e-mail address is jason@cbfms.org and I’ll 
have a new phone number soon—one with a Mississippi area code! Until then, thank you 
for this beginning. 
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Response from our new CBF MS Moderator to recent tragic killings  
By Rev. Gabe Swann, pastor Church Arise, Decatur, MS 
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Editor’s Note:  This is Gabe’s Facebook response the day after the senseless killing of five police 

officers by a lone sniper who by his own voice recorded admission, “...hated whites and cops.”  This 

happened in Dallas, TX, at the conclusion of a peaceful protest where the officers had been showing 

love to the demonstrators concerning previous tragic killings in Baton Rouge and Minnesota.   

 

Love is patient.  Love is kind.  It holds no records of wrongs.  It does not boast. is not puffed up, 

does not envy.  Love never fails..  But we do.  We fail to love.  We fail to love and so we fail to un-

derstand.  We fail to love and we fail to grasp what people are going through.  We respond to hate 

with more hate.  We respond to hate with justifications, because we don’t want to feel bad about 

what has happened.  We breed more hate with our actions.   

 

Will love change the world?  It did once...on a hill called Golgotha.  But if love doesn’t change the 

world, it will certainly change us.   

 

What has happened is tragic.  All of what has happened is tragic.  Any time, anyone loses their 

lives, regardless of the circumstances, it is a tragedy.  Every life is precious.  Our hearts should 

grieve.  How should a Christian respond in the face of such violence and hatred?  How do we com-

bat the violence, hate, bigotry, and racism in the country?  With love.  Dr. King said “Love is the 

only force capable of transforming an enemy into friend.”  Love changes things.  Love changes our 

own hearts.  Where once there was hatred, now love.  Where once there was racism, now love.  

Where once there was bigotry, now love.  Where once there was misunderstanding, now love.   

 

For God so loved us, that while we were yet sinners...while we were sinning against him...He in his 

infinite love, sent Jesus to die for those who would beat, crucify, spit, and wound him.  How can we 

do any less but to love those who hate us?  How can we do any less than try and understand one 

another?   

 

What happens if we try love?  Better to ask...what happens if we don’t?  We can fight, yell, justify, 

argue, and hate until we are all blue in the face...Only Love can change the world. 



Good News from our Albanian friends in Athens, Geece 
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By Bledi and Blerina Mile, Directors, Porta Albanian Center, Athens, GR 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to inform you that last month Porta suc-

cessfully completed another school season. All together 

(4 English levels) celebrated the graduation of the 4th 

level of English language, 18 of them.  The students ex-

pressed their gratitude to Porta and all those who make possible the pro-

gress of this center. We also celebrated with the Albanian language pupils. 

It was a wonderful program of children with dramas in Albanian language, 

songs and rhymes from our homeland.  We feel blessed because even for a 

still session , Porta successfully did its mission.  From 27 of June till 1st  of 

July we realized Summer Hot Topics . This time topics was taken from the 

story of  5 bible heroes (Janice Newell helped me much on this).  It was a 

week full of blessings, children from the neighborhood and their mothers 

were our company every day and this was a big opportunity to tell them 

about our Lord.  Saturday evening we had a wonderful meeting with these 

mothers in  the women bible meeting.   

Thank you all for your support .  God bless you all. 

 

  

CBFMS awards $3000 scholarship to Benjamin Smith 

CBFMS is pleased to award a $3000 scholarship to Benjamin Smith for his studies at the Wake 
Forest Divinity School.  This year, Benjamin completed his undergraduate studies at Mississippi 
College in Southern History and French.  In the fall, Benjamin will be entering the School of Di-
vinity at Wake Forest University in pursuit of a Master of Divinity degree.  This is in prepara-
tion for a life of congregational ministry.  Benjamin is a member of Northminster Baptist Church 
in Jackson, MS, and has also served since 2012 as the director of youth ministry at Northside 
Baptist Church in Clinton, MS.    In 2015, Benjamin also took on the role of founding Director of 
college ministry at Northside.  Both of these churches are vibrant CBF affiliated churches in 
the state of Mississippi.  We shall all be praying for Benjamin as he enters this important phase 
of his life in pursuit of academic advancement and spiritual growth.   



Page 4 The Connector 

 

 

Northside Baptist Church celebrates 47th anniversary 
By Rev. Dr. Jason Coker, Field Coordinator, CBFMS 

We have all heard that you only get one chance to make a first impression, and I want to say that 

Northside can make one heck of a first impression! I didn’t know that I was going to Northside on 

the Sunday it would celebrate it’s 47th anniversary, but I am glad it worked out that way. The Fel-

lowship Hall was filled with BBQ, smiles, hugs, and stories—great stories. I could tell that a lot of 

life had been lived between the people who make Northside what it is. The origin story of a young 

couple (founding members MC & Marijane Whitfield) who started going to the new church start that 

was housed in a tent to Rev. Stan Wilson’s musical version of Kermit the Frog’s “The Rainbow Con-

nection” made the night full of fun and meaning. The evening celebration was co-

MCed by Rev. Susan Meadors and Roxie Parks, who donned wigs and tie-dyed 

shawls that culturally represented the year Northside began—1969.  

While it was my first Sunday at Northside, I felt like I was part of the church from 

the very beginning through the stories that were shared and the hospitality that 

was given. The whole celebration was a true tribute to the past 

and history, but the voice of the children reminded everyone that 

Northside is also looking forward to what is ahead. As some of 

you already know, Northside’s iconic symbol is one made of four crosses (which is 

shown in the picture of the cake!). The fourth cross represents the one that each be-

liever must take up to follow Christ in discipleship. Living into that powerful sym-

bol, Northside will have many more anniversaries to celebrate, and I am looking 

forward to all of CBFMS celebrating with them in the ones to come. 

CBFMS State Meeting report from CBF General Assembly 2016 
The CBFMS state meeting at the CBF General Assembly in Greensboro, NC, this past June was 

a fun and informative time for us to get together.  Our new state moderator; Rev. Gabe Swann, 

Church Arise, Decatur, MS; opened the meeting and then allowed the group the freedom to dis-

cuss whatever was on their minds and hearts.  We had plenty of fresh perspectives providing 

input, since we had CBF pastors from all regions of the state:  NW corner, central, and Gulf 

Coast.  Also in attendance were our new Field Coordinator for CBFMS, Rev. Dr. Jason Coker, 

and our former State Coordinator and now CBF missionary to Togo, West Africa, Rev. Mike 

Hutchinson, who came in full African dress.  There were numerous lay people 

of all ages, 

including 

millenni-

als, who at 

the meet-

ing provid-

ed a very 

fresh per-

spective.  

All in all, 

the meet-

ing was a     

big  suc-

cess.  
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