
 By Camille Snyder 

I was shaped, molded, and 
loved as a child by a CBF 
church and the people in it.  I 
learned that men and women 
from diverse backgrounds can 
come together and worship 
the Lord...that women, too, 
can respond to the call they 
hear as leaders, deacons, and 
ordained ministers...the im-
portance of theological educa-
tion and growing young Bap-
tists...that participating on a 
Martin Luther King Day plan-
ning committee in junior high 
would shape my views on 
racial reconciliation...that the 
separation of church and state 
is good for both...that God is 
merciful and kind and does 
not cause sickness or disease 
to teach a lesson...that it is 
okay to break down barriers 
and break the status quo.  
CBF has had an impact on the 
trajectory of the life of each 
person in my family.  Without 
CBF, those things would not 
have been possible.  As a part 
of CBFMS, we all have 

unique gifts in this patch-
work kingdom of God. 

By Rev. Gabe Swann 

Reaching those who are uncom-
fortable in traditional church,  
Church Arise, Decatur, MS, 
specifically targets unchurched, 
rejected, dejected people. — 
people who have been hurt by 
churches or rejected due to race 
or background.  We welcome 
all comers regardless of race, 
past sin, or financial back-
ground. 

CBF embodies the idea of 
“Living” Christ’s example.  
CBF focus on Love and the 
importance of showing love to 
those who so often are not 
shown love.  The individual is 
celebrated, not forced to con-
form.  CBF puts into practice 
the words that are said.  CBF 
doesn’t just say “we love,” 
CBF shows love.  To focus on 
the underprivileged, the weak, 
the worn, the downtrodden, 
these are things that Christ did 
when he was here.  CBF shows 
the world a glimpse of the true 
New Testament Church.   

 

By Rev. Rusty Edwards 

As a pastor, I value the con-
nections that CBFMS 
brings—both among col-
leagues in the state and be-
yond.  As a minister trained at 
two CBF partners in theologi-
cal education, I am always 
mindful of the role you have 
played (CBFMS churches and 
donors) in my own formation. 

An important part of UBC 
Hattiesburg’s story in the last 
decade is the ability we had to 
offer relief to our neighbors 
following Katrina.  That abil-
ity to extend the love of 
Christ to our neighbors was 
made possible because of our 
partnership with CBFMS. 

Recently, our church has 
found renewed focus for mis-
sion work in Mississippi by 
joining hands with Delta 
Hands for Hope.  As we make 
new friendships with the peo-
ple of Shaw, our community 
at UBC is enriched. 

More than anything, CBFMS 
has given our church a 
“home.”   Without CBFMS, 
we might be forced to be 
“independent.”  Mainly with-
out CBFMS we wouldn’t 
have sister Baptist Churches 
in the state with which to 
share life and ministry. 
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These Texans (with roots 
in MS) are headed 
"home" to Athens, Greece. 
See you soon in the an-
cient city!   Bob and 
Janice Newell will join a 
team from Logsdon Semi-
nary ministering at PORTA in March.  Read their lat-
est “Newell Post” newsletter at the CBFMS website 
Resource Center. 

http://www.cbfms.org/news/2016/2/27/learn-by-going-disney-2016-great-success
http://static1.squarespace.com/static/5294b86ce4b07986e419bf80/t/56d84fa1c2ea51353ba29eb4/1457016738583/Newell+Post%2CVol+15%2C+No+2.pdf


CBF and Global Women are “identity 

collaborative” partners but what does 

that mean? It means the organiza-

tions are “better together!” This year 

CBF celebrates 25 years of mission 

and ministry while Global Women 

commemorates 15 years of shining a 

light on the hard, dark, and difficult 

places where women and children are 

the most vulnerable. Through this 

partnership Global Women will net-

work among women in CBF congrega-

tions to heighten awareness of the 

impact of their work and join together 

to seek potential responses to issues 

that stifle Global Women’s vision of a 

world where every woman is empow-

ered by the love of God, valued by 

her community, and equipped to 

fulfill her unique purpose. 

 Global Women is pleased to have 

an increasing number of CBF field 

personnel as global partners. In 

2016 we are helping fund the sew-

ing initiative of the Naomi Center in 

Romania (Tammy Stocks), the sew-

ing as well as cooking classes of Ref-

uge and Hope in Uganda (Shelah 

Acker and Missy Ward Angula), and 

the Tenaganita Shelter for Traffick-

ing Victims and Migrants in Crisis 

in Malaysia (Cindy Ruble). Addi-

tionally, another CBF partner, Pass-

port, Inc.’s Watering Malawi’s Girl 

Power in support of young girls 

seeking to break the system of pov-

erty through education is being 

funded by Global Women.  

Global Women invites all interested 

women and men to join them in 

Greensboro, NC, for 2016 General 

Assembly. A workshop: Global 

Women. Bold Vision., led by Global 

Women’s executive director, Stacy 

Blackmon, will highlight the state of 

women and girls around the world 

and Global Women’s bold vision for 

empowering women to live and lead 

to their full potential. The workshop 

is scheduled for session 3 from 1:30 

to 2:30 PM. Board and staff will also 

be available at the Global Women 

exhibit in The Gathering Place. 

 Global Women is also throwing a 

15th birthday dinner gala on Fri-

day. Tickets are available at 

gwbirthdaygala.eventbrite.com. 

Early ticket sales are encouraged to 

guarantee a seat at the dinner. For 

more information on Global Women 

visit them on Facebook or at Global-

WomenGo.org.                                

For more information contact:  

Trudy Johnson                                    

tjohnson@globalwomengo.org            

205-663-0505  

Click on photo for information about 

2016 CBF 

General As-

sembly in 

Greensboro, 

NC, June 20-

24. 

CBF and Global Women Better Together — By Trudy Johnson, Associate Director 
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Racial Reconciliation — By Martha Strong 

Racial reconciliation is an ongoing process that is beginning to come into focus in some new and hopefully helpful ways 

within our state and across our nation. We have an opportunity within our congregations and communities to help 

shape some of this conversation as we prayerfully examine our own attitudes, words, and actions – and listen to those 

around us.  

During the CBF-MS Fall Assembly 2015, at least two organizations within our state were mentioned that are working 

specifically to encourage a thoughtful, prayerful approach to this need. Please consider taking a moment to find out 

more about them: 

Mission Mississippi                                    The William Winter Institute 

              http://missionmississippi.net                          http://winterinstitute.org . 

 

 

 

gwbirthdaygala.eventbrite.com
https://www.facebook.com/globalwomen
http://GlobalWomengo.org
http://GlobalWomengo.org
http://missionmississippi.net
http://winterinstitute.org
http://www.cbf.net/general-assembly/


Kingdom Hospitality — By Rev. Jay Lynn 
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Continuing Pastor Search at Grace Fellowship Baptist in Meridian 

Grace Fellowship Baptist Church (Meridian) is prayerfully continuing 

their search for a pastor. For more information or if you would like to 

recommend a candidate for their consideration, please contact John 

Watts. ajwatts62@comcast.net 
 

 

 

 

Sometimes, it takes just the right set of circumstances to allow a good idea to sprout. In this case, a little bit of 

restless jealousy, a mis-dialed phone call, and a tiny CBF church willing to take 

big risks brought 19 ministry leaders from across the U.S. to Orlando, Florida, in 

early February. They came to learn how the experts at Walt Disney World create 

a culture of hospitality and creativity for the thousands of guests that come to 

their parks. More importantly, they came to learn how those same principles can 

help churches better engage the “guests” in their own communities. 

I purchased the website domain LearnByGoing.com years ago because I was slightly jealous of the wide array 

of learning experiences and leadership development opportunities available to younger professionals. One of 

the ideas I kept toying with was the idea of somehow using Disney’s ability to think creatively and apply it to a 

faith community’s experience. 

Out of the blue one day, I got a phone call from David Woody, an old friend from my semi-

nary days. Turns out, he dialed the wrong Jay, but I took the opportunity to say “Hey – 

you’re a Disney fan. Tell me what you think of this idea.” That was when the idea really 

began to take shape. 

As the pastor of St. Martin Baptist Fellowship, a small CBF church on the Gulf Coast of 

Mississippi, I am blessed with a church with entrepreneurship and the ability to see possibilities rather than 

limitations in its DNA. Despite our limited financial resources, I was entrusted with 

the freedom to take the financial risks to see if this could work. We called the event 

“Kingdom Hospitality and Creativity” and invited everyone we could think of to at-

tend.  

Eight months later, we gathered as church leaders from Georgia, Virginia, Texas, 

and Washington to use Walt Disney World as an immersive “learning lab” and get 

an insider’s view of how Disney does hospitality and creativity. Former Disney train-

ing professionals shared Disney’s ability and methods used to inspire and instill values across the entire organ-

ization. Time in the parks as guests and a private backstage tour allowed us to see how those values and meth-

ods are put into action every day. 

“We never knew what all we might learn from visiting Disney World and looking at the 

park through the eyes of the church,” writes Mark Wingfield of Wilshire Baptist 

Church in Dallas. “Being challenged to think deeply about why we do the things we do 

and how we might do them better took on new meaning with the practical application 

found walking through the Magic Kingdom. It’s not that we’re going to emulate Dis-

ney’s values or showmanship, but that we were able to see the underlying principles of 

hospitality and customer service that also should be hallmarks of the church. Nobody 

makes people feel welcome more than Disney, and yet there’s nowhere people should find a greater welcome 

than at church.” 

mailto:ajwatts62@comcast.net


Bob and Janice Newell letter to CBF Mississippians 
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CBFMS Coordinating Council planning meeting — April 9 

The CBF-MS Coordinating Council will meet with CBF Global consultant Beth 

Kennett on Saturday, April 9.  Beth works with the Center for Congregational 

Health and will be facilitating our discussion about hopes and plans for our 

state organization. Please pray with us and for us as we talk together and seek 

God’s guidance. 
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