
 
Warm weather 

signals activity. At CBF-

Mississippi, we are pre-

pared for an active 

spring and summer.     

Recently, I de-

livered supplies, pro-

vided by CBF-MS 

churches, to Columbia, 

Mississippi, following 

the devastating  torna-

do there last December. 

Columbia Strong, a lo-

cal organization formed 

to coordinate relief, was 

very thankful and will-

ing to provide their 

template of success for 

future tornado and hur-

ricane recovery efforts.  

A small team of 

CBF-MS leaders assist-

ed in creating a 

“Children’s Minister 

Day” set for July 18th at 

First Baptist Meridian. 

This event is open to all 

Children’s Ministers 

throughout the South-

east, and there is no fee 

to attend. Our hope is 

this event provides net-

working and resources 

on curriculum, summer 

camps and Vacation Bi-

ble School. We will post 

more information about 

this event on our web-

site. 

There is good 

work set to take place in 

Shaw  this  summer un-

der the guidance of Lane 

Riley of Delta Hands for 

Hope. Many CBF-MS 

churches and donors 

have been instrumental 

in the growth and devel-

opment of Shaw through 

Delta Hands for Hope. I 

am grateful and honored 

to work alongside you in 

2015 as we continue to 

build relationships in the 

Mississippi Delta. The 

USDA grant providing 

summer feeding opportu-

nities in Shaw has ex-

panded. Beginning in 

June, children in Missis-

sippi, Louisiana and 

South  Dakota  will re-

ceive additional feeding 

opportunities under the 

sponsorship of CBF of 

MS.  

As we continue 

to address issues such 

as hunger in the South-

east, we must also 

learn how to partner 

with our surrounding 

states. Recently, CBF-

MS and Cooperative 

Baptist Fellowship of 

Louisiana met in Jack-

son, MS, to discuss how 

to better serve one an-

other. From this meet-

ing, each group discov-

ered a number of 

shared passions and 

resources. Moving for-

ward, CBF of MS and 

CBF of LA hope to find 

new opportunities to 

partner and collabo-

rate. Together we can 

truly be the hands and 

feet of Christ.   

-Christian     
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 To CBF-MS and CBF-MS Endowment in honor of 

Carolyn Crumpler by Jimmy and Mary Magee 

 In memory of Mike Hutchinson’s mother, Mrs. 

Jacqueline Bernice Hutchinson, by Church Arise 



     The Administrative Team, com-

prised of officers from the CBF-

MS Coordinating Council, met in 

January and February for conver-

sation with committee members 

from CBF-LA. The CBF-LA lead-

ers had reached out to CBF-MS 

earlier to ask about the possibility 

of forming a regional partnership 

between the state organizations.  

     These conversation meetings 

did not include any formal action, 

but our new friends from CBF-LA 

indicated that they would like to 

know very soon the level of our 

interest. They presently have an 

interim part-time Coordinator and 

their decisions about how to pro-

ceed with a coordinator search 

process would depend greatly on 

whether we were interested in 

combining our organizations.  

     We invited Bo Prosser from 

CBF Global to sit in on our second 

meeting. A suggestion was made 

to enlist four people from MS to 

work with four people from LA to 

serve as a "listening task force” 

in both states. This group would 

gather information during the 

next several months from CBF-

affiliated individuals and congre-

gations in both states about their 

needs and interests.  

      At the CBF-MS Coordinating 

Council meeting on April 25 the 

Council asked our field coordina-

tor, Christian Byrd, to select this 

group and set up “listening ses-

sions” to work over the next sev-

eral months to further explore 

interest and possibilities. The 

Council also agreed to have our 

“state meeting” together with 

Louisiana at the CBF General 

Assembly in Dallas, TX, this 

June. Finally, we agreed to in-

vite both states to meet together 

for upcoming special events to 

allow us to get better acquainted 

with one another (theology lec-

ture series, youth/children's 

camps, possible work day in 

Lake Providence, LA, and/or 

Shaw, MS, etc.).  

      Please pray with our Coordi-

nator and Council about discern-

ment during these upcoming 

months of exploration and feel 

free to share any questions and 

comments via email or phone.  

 

June 15-16: Prayer Retreat 

June 17: Commissioning Service  

June 18 and 19: Business Sessions, State and Regional Meetings,  

     Workshops. Worship  

CBF-LA asks CBF-MS to Consider Formal Regional Partnership - story by 
Martha Strong , Olive Branch Fellowship   
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More information about 

CBF-LA is available at 

their website,             

http://www.cbfla.org 

http://www.cbfla.org


     Religious liberty is a corner-

stone of our Baptist heritage. 

During the Executive Coordina-

tor’s Report to the CBF Govern-

ing Board in January 2015, Suzii 

Paynter discussed the expanded 

partnership between the Cooper-

ative Baptist Fellowship and the 

Baptist World Alliance. At the 

center of this expanded partner-

ship is Mark Wiggs, an attorney, 

writer, and active member of 

Northminster Baptist Church in 

Jackson, MS. Mark was appoint-

ed to serve as the BWA UN Liai-

son Officer. Mark will also be a 

CBF representative for US Inter-

national Religious Liberty organ-

izations.  Mark is the perfect 

person for this role. He is a pas-

sionate advocate of and a cham-

pion for religious liberty.  Mark 

has previously served as chair-

man on the board of directors of 

the Baptist Joint Committee for 

Religious Liberty. He is a  

        

graduate of Mississippi College 

and the University of Virginia 

School of Law. 

     As part of his new role, Mark 

will focus on CoNGO—the Con-

ference of NGOs in Consultative 

Relationship with the United 

Nations. This group focuses on 

committed NGOs that fully par-

ticipate with the UN in decision-

making programs leading to a 

better world, a world of economic 

and social justice. CoNGO recog-

nizes the BWA as a full member 

which entitles the BWA to cre-

dentials at UN Meetings in New 

York, Geneva, and Vienna.  

                                                                          

      

      

     Please be praying for a hus-

band-and-wife CBF team 

working with street children in a 

location undisclosed due to secu-

rity concerns. 

 

 

Bob and Janice Newell 

have relocated to Georgetown, 
TX,  and  serve  as  Chief  USA   

Advocates for PORTA. 

     The Newells may be reached 

at bandjnewell@hotmail.com 

Mike and Lynn 

Hutchinson, working 

with Asset-Based Communi-

ty Development in West Afri-

ca, can be contacted at 

mikehcbf@gmail.com and 

lynn.w.hutchinson@gmail.com 

Learn more about their work 

by becoming part of their Fa-

cebook group at the following 

link: 

https://www.facebook.com/gro

ups/2gether4westafrica/ 

  

     We are rejoicing with the 

Hutchinsons in the arrival of 

their new grandbaby.  

 

     Continuing to pray for 

them in the recent passing of 

Mike’s mother. 

 
 

Mark Wiggs: BWA UN Liaison Officer  - by Camille Snyder,         

Northminster Baptist Church, Jackson, MS 
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CBF Global Missions Field Personnel Updates—by Martha Strong 

Please pray for Bledi & Blerina 

Mile (pronounced Meelay) – the 

new Albanian Directors of POR-

TA. Pray also for the new Alba-

nian church which began April 5 

in the facilities of PORTA.  

Check out the PORTA page on 

Face Book: PORTA Shqiptare, 

https://www.facebook.com/portas

hqiptare?fref=ts 

 

  Mark Wiggs 

 Baptist World    

      Alliance   

United Nations  

 Liason Officer 
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Updated Look for CBF - by Camille Snyder 
     How do you describe and define 

an organization like CBF that 

is made up of so many unique 

individuals, expressions, and 

callings? As noted in the Feb-

ruary/March 2015 edition of 

fellowship! magazine, CBF 

spent a year seeking innova-

tive ways to tell the CBF sto-

ry that precisely articulates 

who we are without resorting 

to who we are not. What 

emerged from the brand audit 

process was a new visual 

identity system, a clarified 

way to tell the CBF story, and  

with “Forming Together” as a 

new tagline for CBF. 

      The new visual identity sys-

tem includes an updated 

brandmark, color, and typogra-

phy. The updated logo is much 

more than just a refreshed look. 

The style guide which can be 

found on the CBF website says, 

“The CBF monogram is a visual 

representation of ‘forming togeth-

er.’ The hidden cross in the ‘f’ sig-

nals that, first and foremost, we 

are here to witness God’s work in 

the world.  The custom letter-

forms  are built using the square, 

a symbol for foundation and 

individuality, and the circle, 

a symbol for global communi-

ty and unity.” 

      CBF is a Christian net-

work that inspires people and 

churches through both en-

couraging autonomy and in-

viting collaboration. We are a 

“forming together” fellowship. 

We do this by “helping Chris-

tians form into their faith as 

well as living out their faith. 

Forming diverse partnerships 

locally and globally. It’s form-

ing  as  one  and  forming  

together.  

 


