
 

The Connector 
Vol 1, Issue 6 — November 2016 Bringing Together CBF Mississippi  

Rev. Dr. Jason Coker  

Field Coordinator 

jason@cbfms.org 

High (tech) Priest  1-2 

UBC Hattiesburg—

Celtic service 

 2 

Balancing freedoms 

and responsibilities 

 3 

Post-truth era  4 

CBF Fall Assembly 

2016 Report 

 5  

Water’s Edge Friends 

Project—St Martin 

Baptist Fellowship 

 6 

Inside this issue: 

 

Checkout ex-

citement daily 

at CBF MS on  

  

High (tech) Priest 

By Jason Coker, Field Coor., CBFMS; reprinted from Baptist News Global   

Baptists are well known for our belief in the priesthood of all believers. This is a deep seat-
ed conviction that individuals do not need another person to intervene between the hu-
man and divine. Every human has the capacity and responsibility to connect to God direct-
ly and is free to do so (or not). Priests, therefore, are not essential for the individual or to 
the community because we all have full access to God through Jesus Christ. There is no 
human intermediary between other humans and God. 

Soul freedom is a cornerstone to Baptist life. I say this with fear and trembling since I’m 
not a Baptist history scholar like Bill Leonard or Curtis Freeman, but I remind my Baptist 
sisters and brothers of the cornerstone of soul freedom to point out an interesting mod-
ern dilemma. 

Technology, primarily mobile devices, has become our high tech 
priests. Please don’t get me wrong; I’m not your standard old cur-
mudgeon. (I don’t think.) I use my mobile device like most other hu-
man beings living in the modern world. Honestly, I don’t really know 
how to function without my phone. I made the mistake of taking my 

oldest kid to his soccer game one time and forgot to get my phone — I know this sounds 
crazy just to say that I forgot my phone — and I had to watch his entire game without in-
terruption and I even started to talk to some of the other parents beside me on the side-
lines. It was halftime before the uneasiness of not having my phone subsided. While our 
mobile devices connect us in unprecedented ways to the rest of the world, they also have 
a knack for disconnecting us from our immediate context. 

Do you ever make fun of close friends or family for playing on their mobile devices too 
much? My wife and I shame each other over mobile devices all the time — it’s the way we 
love each other. If I see her on her phone when our family is together, I’ll text her and ask 
how she is doing — even if I’m standing right beside her. She always looks up and rolls her 
eyes. When I’m doing the same thing, that is, not paying attention to my family who is 
right in front of me, she may ask, “How’s all your ‘real” friends, Jason? How’s your 
‘community?’” These are ways we poke fun at each other, but they are also reminders 
that there are actual people in front of us who deserve our attention and presence. 

In this way, technology becomes an intermediary between us and other human beings. 
The analogy is loose, but it has become a way for me to think about my mobile device. It 
certainly doesn’t mediate my relationship with God in the way priests function, but I cer-
tainly have my Bible and devotional apps on my mobile. It’s not the mediating factor be-
tween the human and divine that makes phones like high priests, it’s the mediating factor 
between human beings that turn phones into “priests.” I’m not so sure it’s good. In fact, I 
think it’s one part of the overall loss of civil discourse in our country. 
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High (tech) Priest continued... 

When we post things to digital media, we may be responding to others, but these others are not 
human beings that are standing in front of us. We tend to be responding to pictures and memes 
and political posts rather than real people who are on the other side of our phone. We engage 
through the intermediary that is our mobile device, our personal high tech priest. We are one step 
away from our interlocutors and in this way they are somewhat less human. They are just sound 
bites on our phones. 

In this way we are doubly removed. We are removed from our immediate context because we are 
so raptured by our mobile devices that put us in conversations with others who are not in front of 
us, and simultaneously we are physically removed from the people with whom we are engaging on 
our mobile device — people who are represented by “posts.” So we are disengaged with the real 
human beings who are in front of us and not truly engaged with our online interlocutors because 
they are not really in front of us. Our high tech priest, in the end, doesn’t connect us to anything 
but our mobile devices. 

But mobile phones are not our problem! Mobile phones are in the same category as alcohol. There 
is nothing intrinsically wrong with a mobile phone, and there is nothing wrong with using a mobile 
phone (unless you are driving). Technology is a fact of the world in which we live and to refuse to 
use it is to refuse to engage in our culture. The question continues to be, what are the rules of en-
gagement with our gadgets? Better yet, how do we seriously think about technology and the po-
tential dehumanizing effects it has on our own psyche and our culture? How do we use technology 
in ways that give life rather than take life away? 

As divided as our country is right now during this [post-]election season, it may be good for all of us 

to unplug for a moment or two and reevaluate our relationship with our high tech priest. Does this 

technological intermediary prevent us from getting to know real people? If technology reduces oth-

ers to sound bites, might we be missing something — something like the complexity that exists in 

all of us? In other words, there may be more to a person than their unrestrained rant against Hilary 

Clinton or Donald Trump, and we may miss all these other really good characteristics if we reduce 

them to these sound bites. It takes real discipline and focus to wade through our technological con-

nections and find the person on the other side while remembering the people who are right in 

front of your face. 

UBC Hattiesburg — Innovative Celtic Service offered 
Silent prayer and reflection at 5:15pm 
The Celtic Christian tradition dates back to at 
least the fourth century, though it finds 
roots in the earliest traditions of the Church. 
In our Celtic worship, you will find time for 
silent prayer and reflection as well as con-
templative music that is lively and haunting. 
There is no sermon, rather a layperson will 
share a brief reflection about their experi-
ence of God. Communion is offered to all 
who come seeking to experience the love 
and grace of Christ. 
 

Following service, all are invited to share a community meal and fellowship with others as we extend peace to one another. 



Balancing Freedoms and Responsibilities 
By Rev. Gabe Swann, pastor Church Arise, Decatur, MS; Moderator of CBFMS 
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So, our country has had a hard couple of weeks [after the Presidential Election 2016]. I am disheart-

ened by what I see.  

I am not disheartened by people protesting, as it is their right. I am not disheartened by people cele-

brating victory, as it is their right. I am disheartened, disgusted, and done with people who resort to 

violence to get their point across.  

Protesting is fine. Gloating is fine. But when you block emergency responders, stop people from go-

ing to work in order to provide for their families, assault people, burn things, and use hate speech, 

you have moved beyond what is right. I oppose this from both parties.  

The fear mongering of the media has endured through the political change. It was there during the 

Obama administration and it will continue during the Trump administration. They feed off of our 

fear. Fear is a lie. Fear keeps us from doing what we are supposed to do. Fear does lead to hate and 

suffering.  

I find myself singing an old hymn a lot lately: 

 “When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; in every high and stormy gale 

my anchor holds within the veil. On Christ the solid Rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.”  

When you look at the problem through the light of the love of Jesus Christ…you find a peace that 

passes all understanding. And now I can look past all the insanity, the hate, the fear. And I see what I 

have been missing.  

I have a responsibility to love. Love my neighbor. Jesus didn’t say which neighbor. He didn’t give a 

distinction for race, creed, or religion. We must learn to look beyond our prejudices and see the 

world through the eyes of the God, who felt that everyone was worth dying for. 



Post-Truth Era 
By Dr. Jim Denison, PhD, reprinted from the Denison Forum  
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"Denzel Washington Switches to Trump, Shocks Hollywood." This headline announced the news that the famous 
actor was supporting Donald Trump for president, primarily because "he's hired more employees, more people, 
than anyone I know in the world." The story was fake. Not one word of it was true. But that didn't keep it from go-
ing viral and trending on numerous news outlets. 

Here are other examples of fake news in the news: 

•    Donald Trump won the popular vote. 
•    The Clinton Foundation bought $137 million worth of illegal arms and ammunition. 
•    An FBI agent associated with Hillary Clinton's email leaks was found dead in a murder-suicide. 
•    The Pope endorsed Donald Trump. 
•    The Pope endorsed Bernie Sanders. 

None of these stories is true. But they were so popular that they were picked up by news feeds on Google and Face-
book, giving them even more credibility. 

Welcome to the era of "post-truth." The Oxford Dictionaries just declared this term to be their "word of the year." 
According to their definition, "post-truth" is an adjective "relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective 
facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief." Editors noted that 
use of the term increased by around 2,000 percent in 2016 compared to last year. They explained this spike "in the 
context of the EU referendum in the United Kingdom and the presidential election in the United States." 

These are challenging days for truth. 

For decades, we've been told that truth is personal and subjective. The argument runs thus: Our minds interpret 
our senses, resulting in knowledge. But no two people sense the world or interpret their senses in precisely the 
same way. As a result, there can be no such thing as absolute truth. There's only your truth and my truth. If 
"appeals to emotion and personal belief" persuade you, that's your truth. Such appeals may be "post-truth" with 
regard to objective truth claims, but who are we to judge? 

Many in our culture are convinced of this "post-truth" approach to the world. The consequences cross the spectrum 
of moral issues, from abortion to same-sex marriage to euthanasia. "You have no right to judge me" is the mantra 
of our day. 

Of course, to claim that there is no absolute truth is to make an absolute truth claim. Such subjectivism makes mor-
al judgments impossible: if all truth is relative, the Holocaust could be Hitler's "truth" and 9/11 could be al-Qaeda's 
"truth." 

Don't let the "post-truth" culture deceive you: all truth is still God's truth. Neither human nor divine nature change, 
making the Bible as true and authoritative today as when the Spirit first inspired its words. Our "post-truth" society 
may decide that the Bible is wrong on moral issues, but it's we who are wrong. God's word is an anvil—we don't 
break its commandments; we break ourselves on them. 

Where are you tempted to affirm what the Bible forbids or refuse what the Bible requires? Jesus said to his Father, 
"Your word is truth" (John 17:17). Do you agree with Jesus? 

Jim Denison, Ph.D., speaks and writes on cultural and contemporary issues. He produces a 

daily column which is distributed to more than 113,000 subscribers in 203 countries. He also 

writes for The Dallas Morning News, The Christian Post, Common Call, and other publications. 

https://www.denisonforum.org/
http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=2c6c7849e3&e=ae4184dc74
http://denisonforum.us1.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=5369bb601ac44bfdda928110b&id=d9ba1adc00&e=ae4184dc74


CBFMS Fall Assembly (FA) 2016 —  Great Success! 

By Ric Stewart, Communications Committee Chair 
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Great opening night of CBF MS Fall Assembly 2016 on Friday, October 21, at Northside Baptist 

Church, Clinton, MS.  Reverend Stan Wilson and his congregation opened the doors wide to make the 

CBFers of Mississippi feel welcomed.  After a delicious fellowship meal together, Kate Campbell was 

incredible in concert.  Northside Baptist rolled out the red carpet for CBFers from across the state. 

 The evening ended with great anticipation for the sessions on Saturday.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very engaging second day at CBF MS assembly included educational breakout sessions, annual busi-

ness meeting, and worship after the noon meal to close the event.  Ruth Perkins Lee, Charlie Johnson, 

Lane Riley, and Bobby Rayburn all led breakout sessions on Saturday morning.  The theme of FA 2016 

was "Where Everyone Counts."  CBF MS set aside time at FA 2016 to help CBF Global celebrate its 

25th anniversary.  All in all, this was a very special event indeed.  In addition, this event marked the 

first Fall Assembly that the Rev. Dr. Jason Coker along with his family attended and helped officiate as 

the Field Coordinator of CBF MS.  
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Water’s Edge Friends Project — Saint Martin Baptist Fellowship (SMBF) 

By Ric Stewart, St Martin Baptist Fellowship, Gulf Coast 

The Water’s Edge Friends Project (WE Friends) is the brainchild of Cindy Stewart.  Her vision was to use the 800 

square foot space SMBF rents in Gulfport, MS, named The Water’s Edge, to radiate St. Martin Baptist Fellowship’s 

friendship and love of Jesus outwardly into the community.   

 

The mission of WE Friends is that each project: 

 make new friends 

 raise awareness of our Lord Jesus and SMBF in the community  

 build loving relationships with people within the community 

 be free to the community, with “bringing a friend” as the one “ask”  

 enhance SMBF’s financial stewardship by increasing use of the rent space. 

 

Cindy invited friends from the SMBF core group to help lead this effort.  Marcy 

Jenkins and Virginia Hutchinson joined Cindy on the WE Friends leadership team. 

 

The first three projects identified by the leadership team were:   

 jewelry making class (September 24) 

 cosmetics bag making class (November 19) 

 gather cosmetics items via collection boxes placed in community stores to fill 

the bags for donations to partner non-profits — Gulf Coast Women’s Center 

for Nonviolence and Kairos Outside (December 3). 

 

The first project was a big hit with 12 ladies con-

vening at The Water’s Edge on Saturday morn-

ing, September 24.  Each lady made a hand-

knotted silk cord pearl bracelet to keep and one to be placed in the cosmetics bag for 

Kairos Outside.  This class was taught by Cindy Stewart.  Cindy is a professional jewel-

ry designer with 22 years experience in the jewelry industry, so the students were in 

very good hands.  Best of all, everyone really enjoyed the time spent together, in-

cluding fellowship around the lunch table, developing new and strengthening old 

relationships and sharing the love of Jesus. 

 

In parallel, another activity has been envisioned with one session already delivered by Anita Lynn, wife of Pastor/

Executive Director Jay Lynn.  Anita taught and led eager participants through a “Folk Dancing” immersive learning ex-

perience on Friday evening, November 11.  Anita is the Long Beach Middle School Choir Director.  From time to time, 

she gives her students a little respite from singing by letting them exercise muscles through dance rather than just the 

vocal cord and diaphragm muscles used when singing.  This event was attended by 12 folks of varying ages ranging 

from middle school age to retirement age.  Everyone had a boisterous and joyous good time.  The love of Jesus was 

freely expressed through this relationship building activity.  

 

These community involvement activities have created incremental excitement at SMBF which we pray will continue to 

outwardly expand into the community.   
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