
 
       The Fall brings cool-

er weather, football, 

and good fellowship 

with friends and fami-

ly. Over the last year, I 

have enjoyed hearing 

the stories of the CBF 

of Mississippi family. 

From the early begin-

nings of CBFMS to 

church plants and part-

nerships, you have 

shared your history and 

passions with me. Your 

stories are beautiful; 

your stories must be 

told. The 2014 CBFMS 

Fall Assembly will pro-

vide that opportunity. 

On October 24th-

25th our fellowship will 

meet in Shaw, MS, at 

the Delta Hands for 

Hope community cen-

ter. We will spend time 

in worship and mission. 

The weekend will pro-

vide an opportunity to 

remember our past, 

dream about the future, 

and live in the current 

by working with the 

Shaw community on a 

number of service pro-

jects. There will be an 

opportunity to serve for 

all who attend. We are 

honored to have both  

Suzii Paynter (CBF Ex-

ecutive Coordinator) and 

Dr. Jason Coker (Wilton 

Baptist Church) speak-

ing at this year’s assem-

bly. I urge you to not  

only attend with your 

family but to reach out 

to friends and church 

members in your body   

of faith. Many of you 

have asked about the 

good work taking place 

in Shaw. Over the last 

year, CBFMS churches 

have taken part in mis-

sion opportunities in the 

Shaw area. The USDA 

provided a grant through 

CBFMS that focused on 

providing summer lunch-

es for children and youth 

in Shaw. Delta Hands 

for Hope and CBFMS 

were recognized at the 

CBF General Assembly 

in Atlanta this June. 

Something special is 

taking place and it is 

difficult to describe. 

The relationship be-

tween Shaw and 

CBFMS is something 

that must be experi-

enced for one to fully 

understand. Attending 

Fall Assembly will cer-

tainly mean sacrificing 

a busy fall weekend, 

but God is at work in 

Shaw. Will you meet us 

there? You can register 

on our website 

(www.cbfms.org) which 

provides suggestions on 

where to stay, an event 

schedule and list of 

items we’re asking 

churches or members to 

bring to help the people 

of Shaw.  
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     Cooperative describes the devel-

opment of the book A Gypsy Dream-

ing in Jerusalem. Two years ago, 

CBF Field Personnel Allen Williams 

approached Virginia McGee Butler, 

who had written a short version of 

Amoun Sleem’s story for CBF mis-

sions curriculum, about helping her 

put her story into a memoir. The 

pieces came together like parts of a 

jigsaw puzzle. Allen provided sam-

ples of previously written articles 

and speeches, Amoun and Virginia 

began a regular question and an-

swer session via Facebook messag-

es, and conversations began with 

David Cassady of Nurturing Faith 

about the possibility of publishing. 

A highlight in the middle of the pro-

cess came with two days around  

Virginia’s dining room table, as 

Amoun told stories, Allen raised 

questions that brought on still more 

stories, and Virginia wore out sever-

al pencils taking notes.  

     Amoun’s story begins with her 

childhood dreams sleeping on her 

grandmother’s handmade mattress-

es on the floor of a large room with 

the rest of her family of five broth-

ers and three sisters. It ends with 

her dreaming in the Domari Center 

which she founded and directs. Now 

her dreams include literacy for the 

Domari people, dreams of preserv-

ing the Domari language and handi-

crafts, and dreams that Gypsies will 

take pride in their own culture and 

gain respect from the rest of the 

world.                                             

     The amazing story between is 

Amoun’s own that she describes as 

being like a movie with sweet parts 

mixed with painful parts. The read-

er, like Amoun, will laugh and cry, 

sometimes on the same page. The 

spirit of the spunky little girl who 

confronts a large adult male bully  

 

trying to hold on to her money from 

selling post cards is still alive in the  

adult who faces prejudice against 

gypsies and women head on to run a 

center that brings hope and help to 

her Gypsy people. 

     The book is available at Barnes 

and Noble, Amazon, and Nurturing 

Faith. In the electronic versions, the 

pictures are in color. In the paper-

back, they are black and white.  

Anita were CBF Global 

Missions Field  Personnel 

to the Czech Republic.   

      

      Rev. Jay Lynn has accepted 

the   position of Pastor and non-

profit Executive Director of St. 

Martin Baptist Fellowship 

(SMBF).   Jay holds a Master of 

Divinity (MDiv) degree from the 

Baptist Theological Seminary of 

Richmond, Virginia.  He and 

A Gypsy Dreaming in Jerusalem - story by Virginia Butler       
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WELCOME Jay Lynn and Family to SMBF 

Amoun, Virginia, and Allen          

during a writing session 

Jay, Anita, Katie (13), 

and Sam (9) Lynn 

Donate Christmas cards to 

over 3200 inmates.  

Details at 

www.cbfms.org  

Virginia Butler is a member of    

University Baptist Church  in 

Hattiesburg. 



     Christian Byrd, CBF Mississippi 

(CBFMS) Field Coordinator, hosted 

the CBFMS state meeting at the 

CBF General Assembly  2014 on 

Thursday, June 26.  Approximately 

35 folks attended this meeting.  Per-

sonal introductions/stories were  

given by all who attended. Lynn 

Hutchinson, CBF Field Personnel in 

Togo, AF, joined us.   

     Rusty Edwards, Pastor of UBC 

Hattiesburg and current moderator 

of CBFMS, led off the reporting ses-

sion, giving us a view of the exciting 

CBF events occurring in the state 

and at his church.  Rusty was fol-

lowed by a report from Jason Coker; 

Pastor of Wilton Baptist Church, 

Wilton, Connecticut, and a founder 

of the DHH organization; who 

brought news about the work of the 

Delta Hands for Hope (DHH) non-

profit in Shaw, MS.  This report in-

cluded information about the suc-

cess of a USDA grant that is being 

used to feed children in Shaw over 

the summer months while they are 

not in school.  The receiver of this 

grant is CBFMS with the proceeds 

being restricted for use by DHH.                                                                                          

     Thanks to Christian Byrd; 

Deenie Grubbs, Ministry Manag-

er for CBFMS, and Jill Hatcher, 

CBF National grants writer ex-

traordinaire for working very 

hard to get this grant through the 

full process/ award cycle prior to 

the beginning of summer.   

     Lane Riley; the new DHH Pro-

gram Director onsite in Shaw, fol-

lowed Jason with a report of what is 

happening “on the ground” helping 

the children in Shaw. 

  

 

     St. Martin Baptist Fellowship 

(SMBF) introduced its new pastor-

director, Jay Lynn, and his wife, 

Anita.  Ric Stewart of SMBF an-

nounced that Jay, Anita, and their 

two children, Katie (13) and Sam 

(9), will be moving to the MS Gulf 

Coast from Farmville, VA, on July 

24.  Also, Andy Hale, newly an-

nounced Director of Church Starts 

for CBF National, presented a 

$5000 award to SMBF to help with 

CBF Christian ministries work on 

the coast.   

     Christian Byrd closed the state 

meeting by conducting a "laying on 

of hands and prayer" for Jay and 

family as their new work for our 

Lord begins on the MS Gulf Coast. 

uncharted territory of congregation-

al life in the 21st century.   

     At the final evening of worship 

Reverend Chuck Poole reminded us 

that diversity is at the heart of 

God’s gospel table, and the Fellow-

ship is an example of diverse 

strands woven together mirroring 

the kingdom of God. Like other CBF  

 

>>>>Christian Life Commission 

and leading several other organi-

zations, Suzii and Roger Paynter 

served at Northminster from 

1989 to 1996. Just as Suzii and 

Roger left their mark on CBF 

churches in Mississippi, so too, 

Suzii now leads our 

“denominetwork” through the 

CBFMS State Meeting at CBF General Assembly 2014 - story by Ric Stewart 
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Attendees at CBFMS State Meeting 

CBF General Assembly in Atlanta 

Christian Byrd at the CBFMS 

State Meeting at the CBF Gen-

eral Assembly in Atlanta on 

June 26. 

Woven Together  — CONTINUED churches, Northminster is a place 

where women are called and af-

firmed, fertile ground for leadership 

is developed for all people, and the 

gospel is proclaimed. I am grateful 

my story, Northminster’s story, and 

the Fellowship’s story are woven 

together for the good of the kingdom 

of God.  

Camille Allen Snyder is a member 

at Northminster Baptist Church in 

Jackson.  She currently serves on the 

Governing Board of CBF. 

Ric Stewart is a member of St. Martin 

Baptist Fellowship in Gulfport.  



Welcome Lane Riley to Delta Hands for Hope! - story by Virginia Butler 

The Delta Hands for Hope Prayer 

Brunch and Welcome Celebration 

for new Program Director Lane 

Riley on Saturday, June 7, was 

held in the Cultural Center in 

Shaw, Mississippi. A foreshadow-

ing of partnerships to come began 

several days before. Lane, six 

members of Hattiesburg’s Univer-

sity Baptist Church, the Presenta-

tion Sisters, and local community 

leaders prepared together begin-

ning on June 4 with shared times 

of hard work, fellowship around 

food, and conversations about 

their hopes and dreams for renew-

al in Shaw.  

     Board members of Delta Hands 

for Hope include Cora Jackson, 

professor of social work at Delta 

State;  Rev. Leroy Woods III, local 

pastor; Sister Maura Fitzsim-

mons, Order of the Presentation 

Sisters founded in Ireland; and 

Rev. Jason Coker, Shaw  native 

and CBF pastor of Wilton Baptist 

Church in Wilton, Connecticut. 

They look to address the four 

needs of health,  education, recre-

ation, and spiritual development 

as identified in early community 

surveys with the main  focus to be 

on children and youth. They will 

start with a summer feeding pro-

gram, literacy classes for children 

with a parent component to show 

ways to help their children become 

involved in learning, and a youth 

leadership program 

      Lane Riley, looking for a way to 

minister as she took a break before 

seeking a Master’s degree, heard the 

call to “come over and help us” as her 

pastor Jason Coker returned to Con-

necticut with a picture of Shaw and 

his hopes for his hometown. Lane 

looks to build on local assets and 

form lasting relationships. Her initial 

tour for the group from Hattiesburg, 

after she had been in Shaw only 

three days, indicated that she had 

already begun. She gave and received 

hugs along the way as she introduced 

places and people. She said, “I love 

working with the community and for 

the community.” 

      Exemplifying the envisioned part-

nership to come, the CBF Mississippi 

group joined the people of Shaw to 

get the building that had been idle 

for some time ready for the opening 

on Saturday. UBC members began 

taking off layers of accumulated dirt 

and grime with scrub brushes, mops, 

and bleach-laden spray. Decorating 

artist Juanita Sims with her commit-

tee from Shaw came in right behind 

them and worked overnight magic 

turning the place into an elegant set-

ting for the celebration. 

       Early arrivals from CBF Missis-

sippi joined the community for the 

opening of the newly remodeled po-

lice station at 9 AM on Saturday. 

Many of those attending the opening 

returned the favor and walked across 

for the celebration brunch. Mrs. 

Jackson’s concern about whether peo-

ple would rally for the event were 

soon assuaged. They had to bring in 

two extra tables to set up for the ap-

proximately seventy people who at-

tended. 

       The program included greetings 

from local community leaders and 

Mississippi CBF field coordinator 

Christian Byrd; a capella gospel  

music by evangelists Felicia Morris 

and Glenda Woods; and a blessing 

for the food by Sister Maura Fitz-

simmons. The tone of the event 

came from Pastor Larry King as he 

paraphrased Psalm 133:1, “Behold 

how good and pleasant it is for 

brethren to gather together for 

brunch.” The delicious lunch was 

prepared jointly by MS CBF mem-

bers and Pastor/chef Charlie Jack-

son. After lunch, Lane Riley was 

introduced. The Delta Hands for 

Hope Board of Directors and lead-

ership of MS CBF surrounded her 

for a commissioning prayer. Clos-

ing prayers were led by four local 

pastors with a final challenge given 

by Mrs. Cora Jackson.  

      A reluctance to leave seemed to 

pervade the group as some stayed 

for tours of Shaw or the Sisters of 

Presentation building or just lin-

gered for conversation with new 

and old friends. Accompanying that 

reluctance was a sense of anticipa-

tion of returning to Shaw for the 

fall meeting of Mississippi CBF to 

continue relationships and mean-

ingful work projects as CBF MS 

and leaders in Shaw share Lane’s 

dream of “working with the com-

munity and for the community.” 

Lane Riley, Program Director 

Learn more about Delta Hands for 

Hope at www.deltahandsforhope.org 
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If someone had told me when I 

was a child that I was going to be a 

minister, I would have laughed at 

them. I wanted to be an engineer or 

an astronaut. Growing up, I loved be-

ing a part of the body of Christ, but I 

never thought of myself as spiritual 

leader or teacher. Now, I humbly 

smile when people call me a minister. 

It is humbling to recognize my faults 

and strengths during my seminary 

experience. I would not trade it for the 

world. To be in the halls of George W. 

Truett Theological Seminary at Bay-

lor have been some of my most in-

formative and treasured memories. 

There I have grown not only in bibli-

cal education, but in practical minis-

try. I have seen the gospel alive and 

well. It has created a renewed sense of 

hope within me. I have seen how to 

handle the stress and brokenness that 

comes from believers and nonbeliev-

ers. However, the gospel is a hope 

that not only lives out today, but a 

hope that lives out for tomorrow and 

all of eternity.   

 

 

 

As I graduate with my 

Masters of Divinity, I am excit-

ed to see where God calls me. It 

is little unsettling to wonder 

where I may end up, but my 

wife daily reminds me of that 

hope in Christ. She constantly 

tells me to rejoice in hope and 

seek God out in prayer. Part of 

me hopes to serve Christ as a 

sports chaplain for special 

needs athletes, in college minis-

try, or minister at a church. 

Wherever, God calls me, Hilla-

ry and I are excited to be a part 

of God’s amazing story. 

Meet Edwin Clark—Recent Truett Seminary Graduate 

To recognize that hope 

within me and answer a call to fol-

low Christ is truly inspirational. I 

could not have done it without the 

prayers and support from my fami-

ly, my friends, my hometown 

church and Mississippi CBF. Semi-

nary would have never happened if 

I had not attended CBF General 

Assembly that summer of 2011 in 

Tampa.  

  Edwin and Hillary Clark 

Edwin grew up in Leland, MS, 

where he attended First Baptist 

Church.  He graduated from 

seminary in August 2014.  He is 

currently seeking a full-time 

ministry position.   

 Northminster and CBF: Woven Together  — story by Camille Allen Snyder 

1,800 affiliated congregations that 

creates the beautiful and diverse 

tapestry of CBF. As Executive Di-

rector Suzii Paynter remarked in 

her opening address to the assem-

bly, “My elevator word for CBF is 

‘denominetwork’…We’re not a de-

nomination. We are interconnected. 

We’re woven together. In a world of 

religious and institutional denomi-

national decline, friends, we’re vi-

tal. We’re alive, and it’s not acci-

dental.” As Cooperative Baptists 

we are part of a larger group, a Fel-

lowship which allows individuals, 

congregations, regional organiza-

tions, with others. and ministry 

partners to weave their “threads” 

and “fabric” together with others. 

      Northminster is one of the 

many weavers whose shared       

threads can be seen and felt at 

General Assembly.  One thread 

was seen early in the week at the 

Baptist Women in Ministry in 

worship service and luncheon 

where Northminster received a 

Church of Excellence Award. Be-

cause of Northminster’s rich his-

tory of baptizing, ordaining, and 

calling women and girls, the con-

gregation was recognized as a 

Church of Excellence that has 

faithfully lived out its commit-

ment to women in ministry. 

     Suzii Paynter has recently 

completed her first year of service 

as Executive Director of CBF. 

Prior to being the first female 

director of the Baptist General 

Convention of the Texas >>>>>> 

This story is continued on page 3 

      Along with others from Missis-

sippi, I was fortunate to attend the 

2014 General Assembly on June 23-

27 in downtown Atlanta. Woven To-

gether was the theme for the meet-

ing. Worship, business sessions, 

board meetings, workshops, lunch-

eons, and missions filled the week. 

One of the best aspects of this annu-

al gathering of Cooperative Baptists 

is the opportunity to see old friends 

and make new ones. Often conversa-

tions in the hallways, during session 

breaks, or around the table begin 

with a question: what congregation 

do you belong to? When I tell people 

about my connection to Northmin-

ster Baptist, I often hear Oh, that’s a 

great congregation!  And they are 

correct. It is. 

     Northminster is just one of the  
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