
 

                                

                              SAVE THE DATE:   
CBFMS Fall Assembly, October 21-22; more details soon 
 

In a Divided Society, Maybe we should shut-up and listen 
By Jason Coker, Field Coor., CBFMS; originally penned for Baptist News Global  (BNG)  

Years ago my oldest child, who was in kindergarten or first grade at the time, came 

home from school and told me that he heard one of his classmates use the “S” word.  I 

was like, “Ah, ‘S’ word! Not this soon!”  Then I asked him what the “S” word was and 

ensured him that he wouldn’t get in trouble for saying it to me in this context.  With a 

little trepidation, he said, “You know, daddy: ‘shut up’!”  Shut up was the “S” word.  I 

exhaled and shook my head, gave him a big hug, and said, “Yep, that’s a bad word.  It’s 

never nice to say that to someone, is it?”  I’m not sure if we ever told him that this 

phrase was a bad word or whether he realized at an early age that it was used in a harsh 

manner.  Either from parental advice or childhood intuition, he knew that it was the “S” 

word — something he shouldn’t say to someone else. 

Many of us teach our kids what words and actions are appropriate and inappropriate for 

society, but at what age is it appropriate to use inappropriate words?  I’m no saint in my 

language, but our society has forgotten how to talk to each other. Civil discourse seems 

to be a concept in a bygone society.  It is certainly easier and more comfortable in our 

current cultural environment to tell someone with whom you disagree to shut up than it 

is to actually listen to them and take what they say seriously.  We have this behavior 

modeled for us with presidential candidates who are competing to be the ruler of the free 

world. Everyone is feeling the sting of this rhetoric and so many feel like they are being 

ostracized rather than heard. 

What if we listened?  What if we refused to say the “S” word and listened?  What if we 

listened to our political, theological, cultural, etc. opponents and actually paid attention 

to what they were saying?  And maybe we should do some of the harder work and not 

just listen to what they are saying but try to truly understand why they are saying it. 

And I don’t mean that we should listen closely so that we can exercise our self-

righteousness and exert our “correct” opinion when it is our turn to talk.  That’s how we 

debate; that’s not how we care for each other. 

When I was the pastor at Wilton Baptist Church we had an intern from Yale Divinity 

School, who taught me a lot about listening.  The Rev. Jenny Clamon is one of the most 

active listeners I have ever known.  Her capacity to listen is that great intersection 

between raw personality and really good theological education. She came into my office 

one day and I sat down behind my desk to talk with her.  She laughed at me and told me 

that she learned in her pastoral care classes that pastors weren’t supposed to sit behind 

their desk when meeting with people!  Obviously she had better teachers than I did in 

seminary.  It was a great lesson for me to learn, and one of the best reasons to have an 

internship program — I learned so much from all those students!  The desk creates a 

barrier and hierarchy that isn’t conducive to making people feel esteemed and 

important.  Not long after that I rearranged my office so that my desk faced the wall and 

it opened my office up to everyone.  I felt closer to the people who would come into my 

office because there wasn’t this big barrier between us.  It was easier for me to listen to 

them, and it was easier for them to hear me.     
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In a Divided Society continued... 

Removing obstacles from our lives that make it more difficult for us to listen is a good exer-

cise, but some of those obstacles are completely invisible to us — like a big honking executive 

desk in the middle of the room.  Once these things are out of the way and we can truly hear 

our interlocutor, then we engage humanely.  We give them the value that they deserve by 

virtue of the fact that they are human beings just like us when we listen.  They know when 

we are really listening.  We know when someone is really listening to us.  Listening creates a 

space for us to have empathy for the other even when we disagree with them. 

And listening is not about winning and losing.  Listening as a strategy or tactic to win an ar-

gument is not listening.  It is simply being quiet long enough for the other to talk — which 

would still be an improvement to our current political discourse.  I think this is a root prob-

lem to many of the issues we are having in our country right now.  People do not feel as if 

they are being heard, and therefore, they do not feel valued, which makes them angry.  That 

anger, then, is poured out on everyone. 

With social media being so omnipresent in our culture, there is an interesting paradox.  Indi-

viduals have unprecedented capacity to communicate publicly to a global audience.  If a post 

goes viral, it’s because millions of people around the world are accessing it.  In spite of this 

unprecedented capacity for voice, many people feel as if they are not being heard. 

So, how do we listen?  One way may be to not return insult for insult or evil for evil.  The 

good old “two wrongs don’t make a right” applies and is still true.  As things stand in our 

country, we should probably expect for people to disagree with us — and sometimes disagree 

in big ways.  I have been writing this column for a while now [for BNG] and there have been 

some really nice responses, but there has been some venom, too.  I wonder what is behind the 

anonymous anger.  How can we peel back the layers of vitriol in order to find the real thing 

that’s hurting?  Being conscious of the other human being as a human being no matter how 

much they may be shouting at us could also go a long way to restore our capacity to listen to 

each other.  Maybe we should just shut up and listen. 

What’s NEW at CBFMS? 

By Deenie Grubbs, your “not so new” Ministry Manager 

 A NEW coordinator – last month we introduced you to our new coordinator, Rev. Dr. Jason 

Coker.  Jason, a native Mississippian comes to us from Wilton Baptist Church in Wilton, 

Conn.  In addition to serving as the head of CBF MS, Jason also leads Together for Hope, 

CBF’s rural poverty initiative.  He and his wife Pam, live in Clinton with their three chil-

dren, Liam, Owen and Reyna. 

 A NEW office – we’ve recently moved into a beautiful new office, off Highway 51 in Madi-

son.  We’ve still got lots to do but we look forward to making this a welcoming space for 

meetings and get-togethers.  Come and see us at –  109 Executive Drive, Suite 1 

         Madison, MS 39110 

 A NEW mailing address –  P.O. Box 2544 

   Madison, MS 39130 

 A NEW logo – we’re partnering with CBF Global to create an updated brand to be used on 

our envelopes, letterheads, business cards, etc.  Watch for it – we hope to have it ready soon! 



MS State Flag and Racial Reconciliation  
By Rev. Gabe Swann, pastor Church Arise, Decatur, MS; Moderator of CBFMS 
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There have been many things in this nation’s past that have been lawful that 

are not ethically nor morally right.  Slavery was a law; it was not right.  Segre-

gation was a law that was not right.  Abortion is legally right and morally 

wrong.  It is the fervor I have seen from people about defending this particular 

law while ignoring others, which concerns me.  

The law says that the Mississippi State Flag must fly at its schools and public 

places.  But that flag is a great catalyst of controversy.  Our country has long 

had a racial divide.  We can say things like “I am not prejudiced” and “I didn’t 

own slaves or oppress anyone.”  These statements do not change the fact that 

there is a racial divide.  Many African Americans believe that the confederate 

battle flag is a symbol of the oppression their ancestors bore.   

Regardless of the debate that the Civil War was fought for states’ rights, or that the confederate battle 

flag didn’t represent slavery, the flag has been linked in the minds of most to a nation that was 

steeped in slavery and a war that was fought in part to maintain slavery.  In addition to that, many 

reprehensible organizations have used the “rebel flag” as a representation of white supremacy.  

Having said all these things, what a majority of white people in the state of MS are saying when they 

support the current MS state flag is that they don’t care that a vast majority of African Americans not 

only don’t support the flag but are hurt by its flying.  

Our nation has a history that my parents’ generation can still recall of segregation and oppression.  

My whole point is this; why?  Why is it so important for us to support this flag?  Why can’t we concede 

that this flag does not represent Mississippi?  It may represent “white Mississippi.”  It may represent 

“old Mississippi.”  It may have much rich tradition.  Does it represent all of Mississippi?  

If we are all about bridging the racial divide in our nation, as we should be, couldn’t we concede that 

this flag is a point of division and put it down?  If we want things to get better, shouldn’t we reach 

across the aisle and try to come to an understanding instead of beating people over the head with our 

current state flag?  I know that this is a polarizing issue and that probably a majority of people in Mis-

sissippi would vote to keep the flag.  It is disappointing that instead of attempting racial reconcilia-

tion, we are so bent on trying to make sure no one “takes our heritage from us.”    

I don’t think that fighting to keep the confederate battle flag as part of the Mississippi flag is worth 

the damage it is doing.  Being proud of our heritage is great.  But our heritage is so much richer than 

that flag.  It is steeped in its people. White, Black, and Native American.  I want a flag that represents 

the diversity of our culture, reflects the depth of our struggle, and makes us proud to look at our MS 

capitol building and our schools and say “there is a symbol that represents my Mississippi.”    

We have so long been a bastion of racial division, what if we suddenly became a beacon of racial recon-

ciliation.  Those are my thoughts. 



Ministerial Excellence Pilot Program  
By Rev. Jay Lynn, Pastor, St. Martin Baptist Fellowship, Gulf Coast 
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CBF, along with 27 other church organizations, is partnering 

with the Lilly Endowment to explore ways to improve the finan-

cial discourse and health of churches and their ministerial lead-

ers. As a part of that initiative, CBF of Mississippi pastors Bert 

Montgomery and Jay Lynn have been invited to participate in 

the pilot program, helping to lay the groundwork and evaluate 

the process before applications are opened to applicants 

throughout the broader CBF community. 

Finances are frequently seen as a taboo subject in church dis-

cussions or, at best, a necessary evil. Using funds from the Lilly 

endowment and matching gifts from the CBF Foundation, this 

program will seek to bridge the gap of silence commonly sur-

rounding matters of finances, and particularly the personal fi-

nances of the pastoral staff. One of the most innovative and ef-

fective aspects of the process will directly address this issue by 

bringing in a volunteer from that individual’s church to function 

as a “congregational advocate.” That person will function as a 

bridge between the minister and their church, supporting the 

minister through the learning process, listening for issues 

where the church may be called to make financial changes, and 

communicating specific needs back to the church. This individu-

al advocate will step into a situation that has traditionally been 

left to the pastor to address in isolation, giving the church a 

vested interest in the care and well-being of the person they 

have called to serve. 

Based on the individual needs of the applicants, participants in the program will also receive 

personal financial counseling from a certified financial planner, access to financial planning re-

sources, grant funds for debt relief, multiple professional coaching sessions, and specific educa-

tional opportunities through the Lake Institute on Faith & Giving. This is a significant invest-

ment of time and resources on the part of CBF and the Lilly Foundation. This initiative at-

tempts to recognize that ministers frequently enter the ministry with little expectations of fi-

nancial security, little formal training in financial management, and frequently come with sig-

nificant debt from the education required to pursue their calling. Additionally, ministers fre-

quently are called to step into situations of financial dysfunction in churches without the re-

sources and tools to address those situations. 

Recognizing that the financial health of an individual has a direct impact on the health of their 

ministry is a significant step forward in the life of the church. Bringing the taboo subject of per-

sonal and church finance into the light of open discussion will foster healthier and more trans-

parent churches. If there’s anything we need in the face of a changing future, it is more health 

and transparency. 

 

 



CBFMS helps LA flood victims 

By Ric Stewart, St. Martin Baptist Fellowship, Gulf Coast 
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CBF of Mississippi (CBF MS) Field Coordinator, Jason Coker, and Disaster Response Coordina-

tor, Jim Kirkendall, have been directly involved in partnering with CBF Global and CBF Louisi-

ana (CBF LA) to assist those impacted by the severe flooding in 

south Louisiana.  This involvement began within 24 hours after 

the flooding. 

From a national perspective, the CBF Global efforts are led by 

Alan Williams, CBF U.S. Disaster Response Coordinator.  CBF is 

still requesting monetary donations specific to south Louisiana 

flooding by either giving online here or mailing a check payable to 

“CBF” with Acct. 17006 in the memo line to: 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 

P.O. Box 102972 

Atlanta, GA 30368-2972. 

The donations will be passed through to be 

managed by CBF LA and distributed to vic-

tims of the flooding by a CBF LA team led by Mike Mas-

sar, interim CBF Louisiana state coordinator.  Mike and team are working in partnership with 

CBF churches in the south Louisiana region, including Broadmoor Baptist Church and University 

Baptist Church in Baton Rouge.  Very quickly needs have been evaluated and ways have been de-

termined  to provide supplies and assistance. 

Thanks to all CBFers in Mississippi who responded so quickly.  Jason was 

on the road a few days after the major part of the flooding making a deliv-

ery of specifically requested items to CBF LA at a victim distribution point.  

These items were collected quickly at Northside Baptist Church, Clinton, 

MS, which is still acting as a focal collection point.  Check with Deenie 

Grubbs, dgrubbs@cbfms.org for current details of that effort.  Also, one can 

continue to look for Facebook announcements on the CBF Mississippi FB 

page for the specifics about how to help.   

Assessments during the period of time since the flooding have identified 

that there is now a need for able bodied labor to remove furniture from 

homes and assist in the rebuild phase.  Jim, Jason, and Rev. Jay Lynn, St. Martin Baptist Fellow-

ship, have been on-site during the first week after the event.  They worked primarily under the 

direction of the good folks at Broadmoor Baptist Church, who had 50 of their families’ homes im-

pacted by the flooding.  Cleanup and restoration continues.   Workers are needed for 1-2 days tops!  

If you are able to help on-site, please contact Deenie Grubbs at dgrubbs@cbfms.org. 

UBC Starkville — Jason Coker preached Aug 28 
Rev. Bert Montgomery invited Rev. Dr. Jason Coker to preach at UBC 

Starkville on Sunday morning, August 28.  Jason gladly accepted.  You 

can hear his sermon “Everyone Counts” here.  He has been busy travel-

ing the state to get to know CBFers in Mississippi as quickly as possible 

since his recent move to MS in July as CBF Field Coordinator.  Many, probably most, of us 

CBFers in MS know or know of Jason because of his rich heritage in MS and his work as founder 

of the Delta Hands for Hope ministry in Shaw, MS.  Since his return just a cou-

ple of months ago, he has visited St. Martin Baptist Gulf Coast, UBC Hatties-

burg, Northside Clinton, Grace Meridian, Calvary Jackson, and UBC Starkville.  

Stay tuned for more visits as Jason continues to travel the CBF MS circuit of peo-

ple and churches.     

https://www.classy.org/checkout/donation?eid=91303
mailto:dgrubbs@cbfms.org
http://www.ubcstarkville.org/sermons/
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A Wider Net — Northminster Baptist Church 
By Anne Guidry, Northminster Baptist Church, Jackson, MS 

Northminster Baptist Church in Jackson is celebrating 15 years of “A Wider Net,” its out-

reach to the Mid-City/Georgetown neighborhood in Jackson. A Wider Net has not only 

built and repaired houses, tutored school kids, taught Bible studies, provided summer 

breakfasts and devotionals for young children, the outreach “beyond our walls” has forged 

friendships and injected Northminster members with a passion for sustaining them. 

Church members can plug into a wide array of Wider Net activities. Adults can lead Bible 

studies and tutor elementary students in reading and math, youth can lead games and paint walls, families can 

serve breakfast and lead singing. 

Since Northminster is a Baptist church, A Wider Net grew out of a committee. In 1998, a long range planning 

committee recognized the growing constraints on the church’s physical facilities. Worship services were crowd-

ed and Sunday school space was short. Along with the study of the physical plant was a growing sense that a 

significant investment onsite should be accompanied by a significant investment offsite. This thought led to the 

formation of another committee, tasked with investigating mission possibilities in Jackson. 

That committee talked with other churches that had ministries in inner city Jackson. Lessons learned from 

them have guided A Wider Net since. One was to keep a narrow geographic focus, as selecting one neighbor-

hood or even street was better than spreading resources over too wide an area. Another was the importance of 

having a local presence, someone on the ground. A third was the importance of listening to the community in 

order to offer programs on their priority list, not Northminster’s. 

An early and long running Wider Net activity grew directly out of listening to the peo-

ple in Mid City. The Wood Street Bible Class began with a “listening tour.” Northmin-

ster pastor Chuck Poole walked door to door with longtime Mid City leader Horace 

Kelly. “We listened to residents talk about some of their hopes and dreams. One con-

sistent theme was the desire for a gathering for senior adults in the neighborhood,” 

Poole said. “Thus, a few weeks later, in May of 2002, the Wood 

Street Bible Class met for the first time. I remember showing up 

at ten o’clock in the morning with coffee, cookies and a Bible, not knowing if anyone 

would come. But, a small group gathered, and, fourteen years later, we are still gather-

ing, week after week to pray, think, study, learn and grow together,” he said. 

The Bible Class and other Wider Net activities take place in “the Yellow Church,” a house 

that Northminster maintains. Other Yellow Church regulars are students from the local 

elementary school who receive weekly tutoring in reading and math from Northminster 

members. A nearby ministry, Operation Shoestring, offers after school and summer pro-

grams for kids. “Northminster voted to embrace ‘A Wider Net’ in June, 2001," said Jill 

Buckley, Northminster associate pastor for community ministry. “That same month, we 

began offering breakfast and a devotional for the summer campers at Operation Shoestring. Each summer 

since, Northminster members, young and old, have volunteered for this simple, yet sacred, opportunity. Simple, 

because the tasks are straightforward and few skills are required; sacred, because these small acts bless and 

gladden the hearts of children. At last count, we've served over 14,000 breakfasts and offered 

over 190 devotionals, “ Buckley said. 

Improved housing was an early Wider Net priority. Cindy Griffin, a Northminster member 

and recently retired as executive director of Habitat for Humanity Capital Area, recalled the 

importance of the physical needs of the Mid City neighborhood. “Northminster’s initial act of 

Wider Net ministry was to partner with Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area to 

establish an aggressive homebuilding effort in the neighborhood, what we now call our Wid-

er Net area. Habitat provided a legitimate purpose with which to introduce ourselves to the 

neighborhood and build the trust with the residents,” Griffin said. 
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MS/SC Students serve through CBF’s Student.Go and Student.Church 
By Lane Riley, Director, Delta Hands for Hope  

CBF had 3 students from Mississippi serve, and 1 student 

from South Carolina come to Mississippi to serve this sum-

mer through two CBF programs. Student.Go is a missions 

program of CBF that provides opportunities for students to 

serve with our field personnel and ministry partners as 

they live out CBF Global Missions commitments—

cultivating beloved community, bearing witness to Jesus 

Christ and seeking transformational development. CBF’s 

Student.Church project hopes to provide an opportunity 

for young adults to connect with local congregations and 

serve in meaningful and engaging ways.   

Shalisa Jackson served with Delta Hands for Hope in Shaw, MS. As a Shaw native and a current Delta 

Hands for Hope volunteer, she was already familiar with our programs, and was instrumental in making 

DHH’s summer camp a success. Shalisa is studying nursing at Delta State University, and is scheduled 

to graduate in December. 

Taneisha Jackson is also from Shaw, MS, and a graduate of Delta State University. She served at Na-

tional Baptist Church in Washington, DC, working with a kid’s camp for neighborhood kids. 

Jennifer Jennings grew up at First Baptist Church in Greenwood, SC, and 

just graduated from Erskine College in Due 

West, South Carolina. She served at Delta 

Hands for Hope this summer. She said of her 

experience: “At Delta Hands for Hope, God has 

opened my heart and my mind and has called 

me to meet people where they are, to share in 

their joys and pains, and to love them deeply. I 

still might be uncertain of God’s call on my 

life, but I know that I am changed for good be-

cause of the love I experienced and the joy that 

I shared in Shaw, Mississippi. “ 

Benjamin Smith is a seminary student at 

Wake Forest Divinity School, and a graduate 

of Mississippi College. He completed 

Student.Church at Ellis Avenue Church 

in Chicago. He grew up at Northminis-

ter Baptist Church in Jackson, and is a former youth director of 

Northside Baptist Church in Clinton. 

Lane Riley, the Director of Delta Hands for Hope, had many wonderful 

things to say about CBF’s summer opportunities for college students. 

“There are many young people in CBF that make excellent Student.Go 

and Student.Church interns. Many of them grew up in CBF churches 

and many grew up in CBF ministries. This creates a great dynamic, 

bringing together a diverse group of people to serve in many great 

ministry positions.” 

 

http://www.deltahandsforhope.org/
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