
 

 

Other People’s Words! 

 Soon, we shall return to 
Texas, from whence we came 
over 11 years ago. Although 
our residence is changing, our 
passion for Albanians is not. 
From our base in Texas, we 
shall continue this magnificent 
obsession that has driven and 
guided our energies for so 
long. Although you and many 
others have been gracious to 
receive my many words on 
many occasions. I write this 
final edition from Athens with a 
string of others’ sentiments 
and sentences. 
 When they asked Thoreau 
why he departed the isolation 
and beauty of Walden Pond, 
he said, “I left the woods for 
as good a reason as I went 
there. Perhaps it seemed to 
me that I had several more 
lives to live, and could not 
spare any more time for that 
one.” We depart Athens with 
new dreams for Albanians. The 
noted Christian apologist, C. S. 
Lewis, said, “You are never 
too old to set a new goal, to 
dream a new dream.” We 
return with one aspiration - to 
raise sufficient financial 
support to continue this 
ministry to Albanians for at 
least 5 years. Bishop Leslie 
Newbigen, who spent his life in 
India, said, “Nostalgia for the 
past and fear for the future 
are equally out of place for 
the Christian.” We return to 
the States with neither exces-
sive nostalgia for this wonder-
ful Odyssey, nor a paralyzing 
fear of what is to come.  
 Marcel Proust reminds us 
that “the real voyage of 
discovery consists not in 
seeking new landscapes, 

 
but in having new eyes.” We 
hope that we shall, indeed, 
have fresh sight with which to 
view Texas landscapes and 
the world beyond.  Although 
relocated in relatively wealthy 
Texas, we still believe, with 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt that 
“the test of our progress is 
not whether we add more to 
the abundance of those who 
have much; it is whether we 
provide enough for those 
who have too little.” 
 Our Albanian friend, noted 
author, Gazmend Kapllani 
states that, “the exile knows 
that in a secular and 
contingent world, homes are 
always provisional. Borders 
and barriers which enclose 
us within the body of 
familiar territory, can also 
become prisons, and are 
often defended beyond 
reason or necessity. Exiles 
cross borders, break 
barriers of thought and 
experience.”  Do not be 
surprised when you sense that 
we have become exiles, with a 
faraway look and a distant hope. 
 

  
 In his conclusion to 
Walden, Thoreau wrote, "I 
learned this, at least, by my 
experiment; that if one 
advances confidently in the 
direction  of his dreams, and 
endeavors to live the life 

 
which he has imagined, he 
will meet with a success 
unexpected in common 
hours." Many have contri-
buted to the ministry of 
PORTA – the Albania House 
in Athens with your concern, 
prayers and financial support. 
For this, we and Albanians in 
Athens are profoundly grateful.  
 When Davy Crockett left 
Tennessee, heading to Texas, 
he said: “You can all go to 
hell! I’m going to Texas!” 
With great respect and 
appreciation for the hero of the 
Alamo, we depart Athens with 
the hope that all we leave here 
will not go to hell. Indeed, it 
was because we wanted 
Albanians to experience God’s 
abundant love and avoid hell 
that we came here in the first 
place. 
 Chuck Poole was correct 
when he said: “All the hellos 
I have ever met have had 
something in common. They 
have all been carrying 
something out of sight. The 
something that is hidden 
behind every hello is a 
goodbye. But we also agree 
with Poole that “You cannot 
anesthetize yourself to the 
eventual pain of a goodbye 
that hurts without also 
numbing yourself to the 
incredible joy of a hello that 
matters.” We are grateful to 
God that He afforded us the 
opportunity to say “hello” to so 
many Albanian and Greek 
friends. We are grateful to you 
who, by caring for us, have 
continued to say “hello” to the 
wider world of this ministry. 
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